Tree Uganda Academy (TUA) defines Ecotourism as "that for
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minimize negative impacts to the environment; at the same tir
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Current status and trends

With the development of activities like Gaorilla tracking, Chi

anzee tracking, Birding, Forest / Nature Walks, cultural tr:
'btc; Uganda has taken significant steps in what scholars
regard as a shift from the traditional tounsm to respon5|
travel to ecologically sensitive areas.
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This project initiative has contributed towards the conservation
and improvement of the forests, wetlands, elephants, and the
parks at large whilst raising the socioeconomic standards of the
people through skills development, selling of the Coffee and Ha-
banero products, forest walks, advancing conservation practices
Jv 2 & [ % E]Ju EC }v. EC « Z}}o
cal guides, formation and supporting women groups like the
Ibambiro Rural Women Entrepreneurship Group, Ngoma Drame
actors etc. All this has improved on the image of the area and cre
ated conservation awareness amongst the local people.
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Ecotourism benefits associated with this innovation.

TUA has divided the benefits of advancing ecotourism into
three categories; i.e. environmental, economic and socio
cultural benefits. The following represent the general benefits
of ecotourism to the communities and the government at large.

1. Preserves the natural resource by undertaking environmen-
tally friendly activities.
2. Employment opportunities for the local people working as

guides, staff in parks and other establishments adjacent to
the resources.

3. Increased household income from the sale of handcr:

and other food items.

4. Enhances awareness and improvement of the socia
frastructure like schools, libraries, health care Institutio
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the feeling of solitude among the local people.

6. There will be development of pride, appreciation, unde
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creasing self esteem of hosts and Visitors.
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programs and channelling tourism income to communi

5. Improvement in local community access hence reduc
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